Barbara Zurer Pearson, Ph.D.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA 01003 (mostly retired)
bpearson@research.umass.edu

Curriculum Vitae, 2024 (Draft)

A. Education

DEGREE YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY
Middlebury College B.A. 1965 French
(Jr. Year in Paris, La Sorbonne) 1963-4
Florida International University
M.S. 1980 TESOL
University of Miami Ph.D. 1988 Applied Linguistics
(Interdepartmental)

B. Positions and Employment

Lecturer, Assoc. Director Composition, Dept. of English, University of Miami, FL, 1981-1998
Interim Director, 1991-2

Coordinator, Bilingualism Study Group, 1990-1998

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Psychology, U Miami, 1993-1996

Research Associate, NIH Project Manager, Dept. of Communication Disorders, Univ. of
Massachusetts Amherst, 1998- 2005

Research Associate, Coordinator UMA Dept. of Linguistics, Language Acquisition Lab, 2003-

2017

Co-Director (with L. Amaral & T. Roeper), Language Acquisition Research Center,

Coordinator, Center for the Study of African American Language (CSAAL), 2006-2008.

Broader Impacts Specialist, Office of Research Development, University of Massachusetts,
2005-2018.

Honors

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAA, 2024) Lifetime Fellow.
Editors’ Award 2009, Language Speech and Hearing Services in Schools

Visiting Researcher Fellowship, 2009. Centre for Research in Bilingualism, Bangor Wales
Fulbright Lecturership in Italy (TEFL), 1993.

Department of Education National Graduate Fellowship: Jacob Javitz Fellow, 1986-88.
Phi Beta Kappa, Middlebury College, 1965; Chapin Classics prize.

C. Publications
Books

Pearson, B. Z. (2008, reprinted 2022). Raising a bilingual child: A step-by-step guide for
parents. NY: Random House. (in Spanish, 2010; in Polish, 2013; in Chinese, 2015)

Pearson, B. Z. (2024). Raising a bilingual child: A step-by-step guide for parents
(Abridged). Audio-book, Audible.com

Pearson, B. Z. (In press). The Story of Two: Two Children Share Two Languages, Dos
Idiomas Unen a Dos Nifios. Bilingual children's book, KDP Publisher.



Seymour, H.N., Roeper, T, de Villiers, J.G., de Villiers, P.A., Pearson, B. Z. (2018,
reprint) Diagnostic Evaluation of Language Variation, Screening Test & Norm-Referenced Test.
Sun Prairie WI: Ventris Learning.

Peer-reviewed and invited articles and book chapters

Pearson, B. Z. & Clauss, M. (in submission). Multiple sources of meaning for logical quantifiers
within and across languages: Implications for learnability. In H. Stadthagen, R. Perez-
Tattam, & M.C. Parafita Couto (Eds.) Current Insights into the Interaction of Linguistic
and Extralinguistic Factors in Language Learning. Language Science Press.

Pearson, B.Z. & Clauss M. (in progress). Appendix: Real-world mathematics problems involving
ambiguous quantifiers: Suggestions for Common Core Standards.

Patterson, J. L. & Pearson, B. Z. (2022). Bilingual lexical development, assessment, and
intervention. In B. Goldstein (Ed.). Bilingual language development and disorders in
Spanish-English speakers, 3rd edition (pp. 119-148). Baltimore, MD: Paul Brookes.

Overton, C., Pearson, B. Z., Baron, T., & Bernstein-Ratner, N. (2021). Computer-assisted and
dialect-fair child language sample analysis (Tutorial). In M. Mills (Ed.), Developing
strategies for speakers of African American English (special issue). Language Speech and
Hearing Services in Schools, 52(1), 31-50.

Petersen, S., Pearson, B.Z. & Moriarty, M.A. (2020). Amplifying Voices: Investigating a Cross-
Institutional, Mutual Mentoring Program for URM Women in STEM. Innovative Higher
Education, 45, 317-332. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10755-020-09506-w

Pearson, B. Z. (2020). Time travel in the development of cross-linguistic narrative
evaluation. In U. Bohnacker, & N. Gagarina (Eds.). (2020). Developing narrative
comprehension: Multilingual assessment instrument for narratives (Vol. 61, 331). John
Benjamins Publishing Company.

Pearson, B. Z. (2018). The Legacy of the Diagnostic Evaluation of Language Variation
(DELVO). University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers (UMOP), 41.

Pearson, B. Z., & Jackson, J. E. (2018). Acquisition of a late-developing syntactic structure by
African-American-English-speaking learners of the mainstream dialect.

Pearson, B. & Spencer, R. (2016, summer). Professional travel for parents: The story of the
STEM Family Travel Initiative at University of Massachusetts Amherst. 4AWIS
Magazine, pp. 18-21.

Pearson, B. Z., McKee, C., Phillips, C., Wagner, L., Speer, S.R., McCullough, E.C., & Moore, L.
C. (2015). Linguistics for Everyone: Engaging a Broader Public for the Scientific Study of
Language Acquisition. In E. Grillo & K. Jepson (Eds.), BUCLD 39, Proceedings of the
35th annual Boston University Conference on Language Development (pp. 437-443).
Somerville MA: Cascadilla Press.

AtKisson, M.S., Matthews, D. L., & Pearson, B. Z. (2014). Using—not abusing—your
community ties to advance research. NCURA Magazine, 46 (6), 49-50.

Pearson, B. Z. (2014) Dialect usage and language development. In Encyclopedia of Language
Development (P. J. Brooks & V. Kempe, Eds.). Sage Knowledge Publisher,
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781483346441.n46

Pearson, B. Z. & Amaral, L. (2014). Interactions between input factors in bilingual language
acquisition: Considerations for minority language maintenance. In T. Gruter & J. Paradis
(Eds.), Input and experience in bilingual development (pp. 99-117). Amsterdam &
Philadelphia: John Benjamins.



Pearson, B. Z., Jackson, J. E., & Wu, H. (2014). Seeking a valid gold standard for an innovative,
dialect-neutral language test. Journal of Speech-Language and Hearing Research
57(2):495-508.

Pearson, B. Z. (2013). Distinguishing the bilingual as a late talker from the late talker who is
bilingual. In L. Rescorla & P. Dale (Eds.), Late talkers: Language development,
interventions, and outcomes (pp. 67-87). Baltimore: Paul Brookes.

Pearson, B. Z., Conner, T. & Jackson, J. E. (2013). Removing obstacles for African American
English speaking children through greater understanding of language difference. In special
issue, "Deficit or difference: Interpreting diverse developmental paths." N. Akhtar & V.
Jaswal (Guest Eds.), Developmental Psychology, 49 (1), 31-44.

Burns, F. A., de Villiers, P. A., Pearson, B. Z., & Champion, T. B. (2012). Dialect-neutral indices
of narrative cohesion and evaluation. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools
43 (2), 132-152.

Patterson, J. L. & Pearson, B. Z. (2012). Bilingual lexical development: Assessment and
intervention. In B. Goldstein (Ed.). Bilingual language development and disorders in
Spanish-English speakers, 2nd edition (pp. 113-129). Baltimore, MD: Paul Brookes.

Pearson, B. Z., Roeper, T., & Grace, M. (2011). Quantifier spreading is not distributive. In N.
Danis, K. Mesh, & H. Sung (Eds.), BUCLD 35, The proceedings of the 35th annual Boston
University Conference on Language Development (pp. 526-539). Somerville MA:
Cascadilla Press.

Pearson, B. Z. (2011). [Review of the book Bilingual: Life and reality, by F. Grosjean].
Language, 87 (2), 396-398.

Oller, D. K., Jarmulowicz, L., Pearson, B. Z., & Cobo?Lewis, A. B. (2011). Rapid spoken
language shift in early second-language learning: The role of peers and effects on the first
language. In A. Durgunouglu and C. Goldenberg (Eds.) Language and literacy
development in bilingual settings (pp. 94-120). New York: Guilford Press.

Pearson, B. Z. (2010). We can no longer afford a monolingual norm. Applied Psycholinguistics
31(2), 330-343.

Pearson, B. Z., Navarro, A., Oller, D. K., & Cobo-Lewis, A. B. (2010). Early phonological
development in the speech of bilingual-learning infants and toddlers: The interplay of
universal and language-specific processes. In M. Cruz-Ferreira (Ed.), Multilingual norms:
Language norming in multilingual contexts (pp. 73-94). Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Jackson, J. E. & Pearson, B. Z. (2010). Variable use of features associated with African American
English by typically developing children ages 4 to 12. Topics in Language Disorders, 30
(2), 135-144.

Velleman, S. L. & Pearson, B. Z. (2010). Differentiating speech sound disorder from
phonological dialect difference: Implications for assessment and intervention. Zopics in
Language Disorders, 30 (3), 176-188.

Pearson, B. Z., Velleman, S. L., Bryant, T. J. & Charko. T. (2009). Phonological milestones for
African American English-speaking children learning Mainstream American English as a
second dialect. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 40 (3), 229-244.
(Editor's Award).

Pearson, B. Z. (2009). Children with two languages. In E. Bavin (Ed.), Handbook of child
language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

De Villiers, J., Roeper, T., Bland-Stewart, L. & Pearson, B. Z. (2008). Answering hard questions:
Wh-movement across dialects and disorder. Applied Psycholinguistics.



Pearson, B. Z. (2007). Social factors in childhood bilingualism in the United States. Applied
Psycholinguistics, 28 (3), 399-410.

Oller, D. K., Pearson, B. Z., & Cobo-Lewis, A. B. (2007). Profile effects in early bilingual
language and literacy. Applied Psycholinguistics, 28 (2), 191-230.

Pearson, B. Z. with Mangione, P. (2006). Nurturing very young children who experience more
than one language. In J. R. Lally, P. L. Mangione, & D. Greenwald (Eds.), Concepts for
care: 20 essays on infant/toddler development and learning (pp. 31-39). San Francisco CA:
West-Ed. [Translated into Spanish by R. Mendez].

Roeper, T., Strauss, U. & Pearson, B. Z. (2006). The acquisition path of the determiner quantifier
every: Two kinds of spreading. In T. Heizmann (Ed.), Papers in Language Acquisition,
University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers UMOP, 34. Amherst, MA: GLSA.

Eilers, R. E., Pearson, B. Z. & Cobo-Lewis, A. B. (2006). The social circumstances of childhood
bilingualism: The Miami experience. In McCardle, P. & Hoff, E. (Eds.), Childhood
Bilingualism (pp. 68-90). Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters.

Pearson, B. Z. (2005). Review of M. Hickmann, Children's discourse: Person, space, and time
across languages, 2002. In Journal of Child Language, 32 (4), 463-469.

Pearson, B. Z. & de Villiers, P.A. (2005). Child language acquisition: Discourse, narrative, and
pragmatics. In K. Brown/ E. Lieven, (Eds.). Encyclopedia of language and linguistics, 2nd
edition. Oxford, UK: Elsevier.

Navarro, A., Pearson, B. Z., Cobo-Lewis, A.B., & Oller, D. K. (2005). Differentiation in early
phonological adaptation? In J. Cohen, K. McAlister, K. Rolstad, & J. MacSwan (Eds.)
ISB4: Proceedings of the 4th International Symposium on Bilingualism (pp. 1690-1702).
Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

Patterson, J. L. & Pearson, B. Z. (2004). Bilingual lexical development: Influences, contexts, and
processes. In B. Goldstein (Ed.). Bilingual language development and disorders in
Spanish-English speakers (pp. 77-104). Baltimore, MD: Paul Brookes.

Seymour, H. N. & Pearson, B. Z. (Eds.) (February 2004). Evaluating language variation:
Distinguishing development and dialect from disorder. Special issue of Seminars in Speech
and Language, 25 (1), NY: Thieme Medical Publishers.

Pearson, B. Z. (2004). Theoretical and empirical bases for dialect-neutral language
assessment: Contributions from theoretical and applied linguistics to
Communication Disorders. Seminars in Speech and Language, 25 (1), 13-26.

Seymour, H. N. & Pearson, B. Z. (2004). Steps in designing and implementing an
innovative assessment instrument. Seminars in Speech and Language, 25 (1),
27-32.

Pearson, B. Z. & Ciolli, L. (2004). Distinguishing dialect and development from
disorder: Case studies. Seminars in Speech and Language, 25 (1), 101-112.

Pearson, B. Z. (in conjunction with T. Roeper) (2004). Learnability and triggers: Obligatory
versus optional triggers for the passive in two dialects of English and in language
impairment. In A. Brugos, L. Micciulla, & C. Smith (Eds.), BUCLD 28, The proceedings of
the 28th Boston University Conference on Language Development. Somerville, MA:
Cascadilla Press.

de Villiers, P.A., Burns, F., & Pearson, B. Z. (2003). The role of language in the theory of mind
development of language impaired children: Complementing theories. In B. Beachley, A.
Brown, & F. Conlin (Eds.) Proceedings of the 27th Boston University Conference on Child
Development (pp. 232-242). Cambridge, MA: Cascadilla Press.



Pearson, B. Z. (2002). Bilingual infants: What we know, what we need to know. In M. Suarez-
Orozco & M. Paez, (Eds.), Latinos: Remaking America (pp. 306-320). Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press.

In D. K. Oller & R. E. Eilers (Eds.), (2002). Language and literacy development in bilingual
children. Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters.

Pearson, B. Z. Chapter 7: Narrative competence in bilingual school children in Miami (pp.
135- 174).

Oller, D. K., & Pearson, B. Z. Chapter 1: Assessing the effects of bilingualism: A
background (pp. 3- 21).

Cobo-Lewis, A. B., Pearson, B. Z., Eilers, R. E., & Umbel, V. C. Chapter 4: Effects of
bilingualism and bilingual education on Oral and Written English Skills: A
multifactor study of standardized test outcomes (pp. 64-97).

Cobo-Lewis, A. B., Pearson, B. Z., Eilers, R. E., & Umbel, V. C. Chapter 5: Effects of
bilingualism and bilingual education on oral and written Spanish skills: A multifactor
study of standardized test outcomes (pp. 98-117).

Cobo-Lewis, A. B., Eilers, R. E., Pearson, B. Z., & Umbel, V. C. Chapter 6:
Interdependence of Spanish and English knowledge in language and literacy among
bilingual children (pp. 118-134).

Pearson, B. Z. (2001). Language and mind in the stories of bilingual children. In L. Verhoeven &
S. Lundquist, (Eds.), Narrative development in a multilingual context (pp. 373-398).
Amsterdam, NL: John Benjamins.

Navarro, A. M., Pearson, B. Z., Cobo-Lewis, A.B., & Oller, D. K. (1998). Identifying the
language spoken by 26-month-old monolingual and bilingual-learning babies in a no-
context situation. In A. Greenhill, M. Hughes, H. Littlefield, and H. Walsh (Eds.).
Proceedings of the 22nd Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development
Vol. 2, (pp. 557-568). Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

Pearson, B. Z., (1998). Assessing lexical development in bilingual babies and toddlers.
International Journal of Bilingualism, 2, 347-372.

Pearson, B. Z., Fernandez, S., Lewedag, V., & Oller, D. K. (1997). Input factors in lexical
learning of bilingual infants (ages 10 to 30 months). Applied Psycholinguistics, 18, 41-58.

Pearson, B. Z., Fernandez, S., & Oller, D. K. (1995). Cross-language synonyms in the lexicons
of bilingual infants: One language or two? Journal of Child Language, 22, 345-368.

Pearson, B. Z., Fernandez, S., & Oller, D. K. (1993). Lexical development in bilingual infants
and toddlers: Comparison to monolingual norms. Language Learning, 43, 93-120.

Pearson, B. Z. (1993). Predictive validity of the Scholastic Aptitude Test for Hispanic bilingual
students. Hispanic Journal of the Behavioral Sciences, 15, 342-356.

Pearson, B. Z. (1990). The comprehension of metaphor by preschool children. Journal of Child
Language, 17, 185-203.

Service

Campus

SFTI, STEM Family Travel Initiative, 2010 - 2017

AWIS (Association for Women in Science) Coalition, Coordinator, 2014-2015
Scholarworks repository for NIH AAE Working Group, 2018 to the present
Faculty Senate Committee on the Status of Women 2015 to 2018

Faculty Senate Public Engagement and Outreach Council, 2012 to 2020



Office of Family Services Dinner on Us speaker, 2008 to 2011
New STEM Faculty Network, 2005 to 2018

Regional

Community Action Parent-Child Development Center, Northampton, Education Advisory Board,
Policy Council, 2013 to present

NORDP NE Steering Committee, Membership chair 2012 to 2105
(National Organization of Research Development Professionals.)

Dual Language program panel Hunter College, 10/2014

National & International
Child Language Data and Exchange System, 4 corpora: "Frog Stories" - English-Miami/Mono;
English-Miami/Bilingual; Spanish-Miami/Bilingual (100 also in SALT); DELV Language
Samples in English AAVE Corpora
NABI, National Alliance for Broader Impacts, Founding member, conference committee, 2013 to
2016
Language Science for Everyone (The Broader Impacts of Linguistics), NSF funding, 2014 to
2019
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), member 2014 to the present;
Family Science Days, UMass Coordinator, 2015-2019
COST European Union Keynote Speaker, Krakow, May, 2013
Technical Advisory Committee, Migrant Headstart Assessment, 2004
Researchers of Color Early Childhood Research Group, (M. Sykes, Director), 2001-4
Invited seminar, National Dual Language Institute, Head Start, Washington DC, Oct. 2008.
Technical Working Group, Center for Early Care and Education Research — Dual Language
Learners (CECER-DLL), Frank Porter Graham Center, Univ. of North Carolina, 2009 to
2012.
Consultant, Child Language Assessment Project (CLASP), University of Maryland, N. Ratner PI,
2018-2024

Participation in Sponsored Research

Vocal Development in Handicapped Infants (Bilingual Supplement), D. K. Oller, P.I. NIH RO1-
DC00484 (1990-1993)

Language and Literacy Development in Bilingual Children, D.K. Oller, P.I. NIH R01-HD30762
(1993-1997)

Instructional Advancement Center Grant to make training video for teaching composition to non-
native speakers, with M. Kreuzberger, R. Newman, L. Gilstad. (1997)

Development and Validation of a Language Test for Children Speaking Non-Standard English,
H. N. Seymour, P.I. NIH Contract DC8-2104 (1998-2005)

Epistemology and Indexicality in Navaho, Tibetan, and English, M. Speas, PI, NSF HSD-
0527509 (2005-2007)

Five College STEM Family Travel Initiative, Elsevier Young Scholars Fund, M. Santore P.I.; R.
Spencer, co-PI (2010-2015).

Language Science for Everyone (The Broader Impacts of Linguistics), NSF Funding to Colin
Phillips PI, UMD (2014 to 2019).



Science Live! Workshop on the Acquisition of Recursion across Languages; NEMO Museum,
the Netherlands. T. Roeper, P.I. NSF/SBE 1523459 (2015-2016)

Amplifying Voices, An Innovative Method for Minority Mutual Mentoring, NIH National
Research Mentoring Network Pilot. S. Petersen, P.I. Boston College Prime 5101963-5
(2015-2017)

Courses Taught
University of Miami, FL
TESOL (all subjects)
English 103 (Basic Writing Workshop)
Eng 105 (Principles of Composition)
Eng 107 (Writing about Science/ Technical Writing)
Eng 202 (Modern European Literature Survey)
Eng 301 (The Study of Language)
Eng 307/ 506 (Modern English Grammar)
Eng 495, 595 (Topics in Linguistics)
Psy 340 (The Psychology of Thinking & Learning In Children)
TAL 646 (Principles of 1st and 2nd Language Acquisition)
TAL 653 (Applied Linguistics in Education)
Dade County Public School Summer Inservice Institute, Writing Across the Curriculum.
UMass Ambherst
Dept of Education Community Grant, Holyoke MA Educating Bilinguals Adult Ed.
University of Massachusetts Amherst MA
ACELA, Research Methods for Teachers of English as a Second Language

Thesis and Dissertation Advising (University of Miami)

Honors Thesis, 1990-1991, Psychology, S. Fernandez

Honors Thesis, 1992-1993, Psychology, K. Witte

Honors Thesis, 1997-1998, Psychology, L. Kukkamaa

Masters' Thesis, 1991-1992, Psychology, V. Lewedag

Masters' Thesis, 1992-1994, Psychology, S. Levine

Qualifying Paper, 1992, Psychology, M. Steffens

Ph.D. Dissertation, 1993-1994, Education, S. DeNight

Ph.D. Dissertation, 1992-1995, Psychology, V. Lewedag

Ph.D. Dissertation, 1992-1998, Interdepartmental, A. Navarro

Ph.D. Dissertation, 1997-1998, Psychology, H. Schwartz

Outside Reader, 1994, Philosophy Dissertation, Frank Macaluso

External Tenure Review for Patricia Brooks, 2001, College of Staten Island/ CUNY Graduate
Center

Conference presentations:(tons more)
2014, July, Head Start Research Conference, Symposium (DC)
2014, August NORPD-NE (UNH)



2014, November BU Poster Symposium, Language Science for Everyone; also poster
Quantifiers, cross-linguistically

2014, November, ASHA (Orlando) with van Dulm, Southwood, Roeper, Evidence-based
Therapy Materials to foster school language in children 4-9

2015, January, LSA Organized Session, Language Science for Everyone (Portland)
2015, February AAAS, Language Science for Everyone, (San Jose)

2015, April, NABI, Madison, STEM as BI for Social Science (and vice versa)
2015, May ISB 10, Rutgers (Quantifiers)

2015, June PAESMEM (DC)

2015, October, ZAS, Berlin, Narrative with G. Pham

2015, November, BU with Roeper & Sevcenco (Recursion)

2015, November, ASHA (with G. Pham)

2016, January, LSA (DC), Quantifier

2016, Feb, AAAS, Language Science for Everyone (San Jose)

2016, March, FL Linguistics Mtg (FIU) Recursion

2016, April NABI (Philadelphia), Panel

2016, August, NORDP NE (UMass)

2016, November BU?

2017, February, AAAS Language Science for Everyone (Boston)

(1 more BU, a couple more ASHASs)

2020, Santa Barbara AAAL Symposium

2024, ASHA (w Janice Jackson)



